
 
To our Harrison Family: 

  

After a couple days away from the numbers, let me bring you up to date. There has 

been one additional Gloucester County death since Friday’s update, bringing the total 

number of fatalities in the county to 9. Statewide, there been 64,584 positive tests for 

the Coronavirus, 75,201 negatives and 2,443 deaths. As of 1 PM today, Gloucester 

County has had 562 positive tests, 2,091 negatives and 9 deaths. Here in Harrison, 

there have been no fatalities and we now have 21 positive tests in total, with 4 coming 

since Friday’s Update.  

 

DRIVE THRU TESTING ON APRIL 16TH 

Reminder that the County has announced the next Drive-Thru Test Day at the Rowan 

College at South Jersey site will be this Thursday, April 16th. As previously stated, this 

will be by appointment only. Scheduling for the Thursday session began today, 

Monday, April 13th at 8:30AM. Residents 18 and older with symptoms of COVID-19 

must call (856) 218-4142 to be prescreened. 

 

THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF MASKS 

There has been a lot of discussion about masks recently, considering NJ now requires 

their use in certain situations. What are the various types and how protective are they? 

Let’s look at the most common masks we are seeing used during this Coronavirus 

crisis: 

  



N95 Respirator Masks: These masks fit tightly to the face and have the highest 

filtration efficiency, blocking 95 percent of particles of 0.3 microns or larger. An N95 

mask protects medical workers who come into contact with high doses of the virus 

while caring for multiple patients. The rest of us don’t need that level of protection, so 

these masks should be reserved for healthcare workers only. 

 

Medical Masks: These masks are rectangular shaped coverings (often pleated) 

that come with elastic ear loops. Medical masks are made of a paper-like nonwoven 

material and are typically given to a coughing patient waiting to see a doctor. 

Compared to the N95 mask, a medical mask filters about 60 to 80 percent of particles 

and, according to the Food and Drug Administration, mostly blocks “large-particle 

droplets, splashes, sprays or splatter that may contain germs.” 

 

Homemade Fabric Masks: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

recommends we cover our faces with a scarf or homemade fabric mask when we are in 

public. The effectiveness of homemade masks varies depending on the fabric used, the 

style and the fit. 

 

WHO DOES A MASK PROTECT? 

To be clear, the wearing of a Medical or Homemade Mask is primarily to protect 

others from your germs. Understanding that the use of N95 masks should be limited 

to healthcare workers, the CDC still states that even a simple mask is very effective at 

trapping droplets from your cough and sneeze. Therefore, the wearing of masks is 

manly to protect others from us. Without the masks, studies show that infected people 



can exhale contagious droplets and aerosols (tiny particles that linger in the air) about 

30 percent of the time. When the infected patients wore a mask, it blocked nearly 100 

percent of viral droplets and some of the aerosol particles. 

 

We also know an estimated 25 percent of people with Coronavirus feel perfectly fine 

and don’t know they are infected and could be contagious. You could very well be one 

of them! That’s why you should wear a mask to protect other people from your 

stealth germs. 

 

While we know that a simple mask does a decent job of protecting the world from your 

outgoing germs, experts say there is more variation in how other masks (especially 

homemade masks) might protect you from incoming germs. That said, if the mask has 

decent filtration potential and you wear it properly, you can decrease your chances of 

contracting the virus. The bottom line is that when you practice social distancing, 

wash your hands and wear a mask during those times when you must leave the 

house, you are lowering your risk for getting sick or contaminating someone else. 

 

MASKS FOR EVERY HOUSEHOLD IN HARRISON 

Why so much talk about masks? I am happy and proud to announce that we will 

provide Medical Masks for every household in our community, with distribution 

beginning this week. Each Household will be issued 2 standard Medical Masks 

(non-N95), based on our Tax Role List; with a special consideration for any 

resident in the healthcare industry. For background and insight into this initiative, 

watch my interview with Deputy Mayor Don Heim and Committeeman Adam Wingate. 

  

https://4surefun.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c30569b503c21ae77c4c84f1a&id=64b341bfdb&e=a2b7ec3ac6


The availability of masks for residents has been developed on the heels of last week’s 

donation of 5,000 masks to Inspira Medical Center. Once it was determined that we 

had a source to procure additional masks, discussions progressed. Funding was 

addressed by tapping into an existing philanthropic effort in town; sponsors from 

Harrison Township Day. Considering the cancelation of that event, we began reaching 

out to the multiple sponsors. We shared the idea of purchasing masks for residents 

and asked if we could divert their sponsorship to the mask initiative. We’ve received 

incredibly supportive responses which allowed us to proceed.  

 

We feel exceptionally blessed to have such a generous and compassionate group of 

sponsors in our community. Once we finalize the funding details, we will recognize 

each of the sponsors, since they made this happen. In the meantime, we have the 

masks in hand and will begin distribution this Wednesday. A great deal of deliberation 

took place to ensure the masks are free of contamination prior to distribution. We 

consulted with healthcare professionals in our town about that. The logistics of our 

distribution plan was determined by our Emergency Management Coordinator, Captain 

Brian Bartholomew and Police Chief Tom Mills. Here’s how it will work: 

● Distribution will take place at Pleasant Valley School (PVS) at 401 Cedar Road, 
entering from Walters Road. 

● Dates & Times are: 

○ Wednesday, April 15th 2-6 PM 
○ Thursday, April 16th 2-6 PM 
○ Saturday, April 18th 10 AM-1 PM 

● Upon entry, you will be required to show ID to a Harrison Police Officer 
to confirm residency (ID held up to your window, not given to Officer) 

● You will proceed to the appropriate alphabetical line to be given your 2 masks.  
● Your 2 masks will be taken directly out of the manufacturer’s box and handed 

to you by a gloved employee, wearing a mask focused on only touching the 
elastic straps, not the mask itself. 



● At this point, if you work in the healthcare industry, you need to show a 
work/facility ID card to receive additional masks for your family. 

● You will then be directed out of the parking lot thru the Walter’s Road exit.  

We want to emphasize the need for you to Stay at Home unless the need arises (i.e. 

Grocery Store or Pharmacy, etc.). Do not interpret our mask distribution program as an 

invitation to leave your home. The next few weeks are crucial for us to maintain the 

isolation and distancing rules we now know so well.  

 

We applaud our community’s response to this crisis, both for its benevolence and its 

ability to adapt to this extraordinary circumstance. We will all be the better for it and 

the unity is what makes us Harrison Strong! 

  

Together For Harrison Township, 

Lou Manzo 

Your Mayor  


